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When Ed Brady heard Harvard University might start trade
schools as part of a deal with the Trump administration, he
appreciated the irony. But he was more excited about the
opportunity.

As president and CEO of the Home Builders Institute, Brady has
long preached that the future of America's workforce depends
on a resurgence of skilled trades.

"This is an opportunity because we're looking at how do we
fund the entire next generation of workforce? Skilled trades
should not be left behind," Brady told Newsmax. "And so if it's
a $500 million deal with Harvard, some of that money should
be spent on people that build things in America — the
plumbers, the architects, the carpenters, the HVAC people that
are working with their hands."

Trump announced in September that Harvard reached a
tentative deal with his administration to restore $2.4 billion in
frozen federal grants.

Details have not been announced, but it calls for America's
oldest college to spend about $500 million to operate trade
schools to end a legal battle over discrimination against Jewish
students and race-based affirmative action, Trump said.

"This would be a giant trade school, or series of trade schools. It
would be run by Harvard," the president said.

Brady this month wrote an op-ed for the Washington Examiner
praising the plan as a "signal the whole country needs to hear:
The future of higher education must include skilled jobs
training."

Brady is lobbying the administration to make similar
investments in other training centers like the HBI's
BuildStrong Academies that connect trade students directly to
employment.

They are currently located in California, Florida, North
Carolina, Louisiana, Arizona, and Puerto Rico, with a goal of 24
nationwide.

"Harvard is not an institution that's going to train for carpentry
or plumbing. ... Harvard is not an expert on training skilled

labor in the construction trades. So some of that money should
be earmarked for the skilled trades — men and women working
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with their hands," Brady said.

Brady said the White House's focus on trade schools fits with
the trend of "re-skilling" American workers, a key theme of the
HBI.

"It started in the crash in 2008 to 2010-11, when there was
really no construction going on because of the financial crisis.
We lost a ton of skilled labor," Brady said. "And since then, we
haven't invested or given enough opportunity to replace that
generational skilled labor that we lost."

The result is 200,000 to 400,000 unfilled construction jobs on
any given month, said Brady, which has contributed to the
problem of housing affordability.

"If we don't have enough labor, we're not going to be able to
build what we need," Brady said. "So that is the reason I think
we're going to be in this crisis mode for quite some time."

Another factor limiting young people from learning skilled
trades is the over-inflated popularity of the computer science
field at four-year colleges.

"There's no doubt over the last 20 years, technology has been a
huge emphasis," Brady said. "The emphasis was that's the
future. And certainly, it is in part the future. But we left behind
the skilled trades. We left behind men and women working
with their hands to build things."

The most high-profile advocate for re-skilling Americans for
hands-on trades is Mike Rowe of "Dirty Jobs" fame. Rowe, now
CEO of the Mike Rowe Works Foundation, could not be
reached for comment.

But in an August interview on Newsmax's "Rob Schmitt
Tonight," Rowe said trade jobs represent one of the most stable
opportunities for advancement in an evolving economy.

"There are 7.6 million open jobs that can't be filled," Rowe said.
"That should get your attention."

While trade schools and community colleges are growing,
traditional higher education is facing what he described as a
"self-inflicted implosion."

The Mike Rowe Works Foundation has been awarding trade-
based scholarships for 17 years. In 2025, Rowe said,
applications for these scholarships grew tenfold compared to
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the previous year.

That was a sign of a "seismic" shift in public interest toward
careers such as welding, plumbing, and electrical work that are
less likely to be quickly replaced by automation.

"We are not suffering from a lack of graduates from four-year
schools," Rowe said. "We are suffering from a lack of
enthusiastic men and women who want to show up early, stay
late and master a skill that's in demand.

"These are jobs that pay well, are in demand, and offer a path to
business ownership."

Brady, who led a large regional homebuilding company in
Illinois before becoming HBI's leader in 2018, agrees that the
image of skilled trades needs to return to what it was several
decades ago.

"They're making a really good living. And part of the challenge
is the perception over the last 20 years," Brady said. "The
plumbers and electricians and the HVAC techs and the
carpenters, they owned all the toys. They had the second
homes.

"There's, I think, more opportunity to own your own business
in the trades. And so, I think the perception has to be turned
around, and we're working on that."

Brady said he believes Trump, with his background as a real-
estate developer, recognizes that Harvard and other potential
trade schools must focus on construction-based skills.

"He's built skyscrapers. He knows what it takes to put that
together — it's thousands of people that work on high-rise
buildings, and work on multifamily and single-family homes,"
Brady said.

"This is an administration that really shows knowledge of
housing, about the shortfall in housing, the challenges in
affordability. And so we're continuing to talk and try to partner
with them. Because the resources are just not there to build
that next generation, no pun intended, of skilled labor."
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