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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Home Builders Institute and Team Rubicon Launch New Orleans Trades Academy Partnership 
 
NEW ORLEANS, La. - July 7, 2026 - The Home Builders Institute (HBI) and Team Rubicon have 
officially entered into a partnership that will expand workforce development opportunities in 
the New Orleans metro area, while strengthening the pipeline of skilled construction 
professionals. As part of the collaboration, HBI’s successful BuildStrong Academy of Greater 
New Orleans located in Kenner will transition to Team Rubicon’s Trades Academy, operated in 
partnership with HBI. 
 
The partnership combines HBI’s nationally recognized construction trades curriculum and 
workforce development expertise with Team Rubicon’s commitment to serving communities 
and creating opportunities for veterans and other individuals seeking meaningful careers in the 
skilled trades. 
 
The organizations recently executed their formal partnership agreement, establishing the 
framework for long-term collaboration, program operations, and continued growth.  
"This partnership represents an exciting new chapter for workforce development in the New 
Orleans area," said Ed Brady, President and CEO of the Home Builders Institute. "After months 
of collaboration, negotiations, and planning, we officially finalized our partnership agreement 
with Team Rubicon. This is a significant step that allows us to grow our impact while 
demonstrating how strong mission-aligned partnerships can advance workforce 
development. Together, we will continue preparing individuals for rewarding careers while 
helping address the nation’s critical skilled labor shortage." 
 
The Team Rubicon Trades Academy will continue to provide students with industry-recognized 
training, hands-on instruction, nationally recognized credentials, and direct connections to 
employment opportunities in residential construction. The partnership also creates a scalable 
model for future collaboration in additional communities. 
 
"At Team Rubicon, we believe strong communities are built not only through disaster response, but by 

creating pathways to opportunity and long-term resilience. This partnership with the Home Builders 

Institute allows us to invest in people, equipping them with the skills, credentials, and connections 

they need to build meaningful careers while helping meet the growing demand for skilled trades 

professionals across the country." 

"We’re honored to build on the incredible foundation HBI has established in New Orleans and excited 

to welcome these students into the Team Rubicon Trades Academy. Together, we’re creating a model 

that empowers veterans, underserved populations, and aspiring tradespeople to strengthen both their 

own futures and the communities they serve." –  Jim Brooks, CEO Team Rubicon 
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To celebrate this milestone, HBI and Team Rubicon will host a graduation ceremony on Friday, 
July 10, recognizing the accomplishments of the latest class of graduates who have successfully 
completed their construction trades training and are prepared to enter the workforce. 
Since opening in 2022 with support from the Brees Dream Foundation, HBI's New Orleans 
Academy has trained more than 700 students, connecting hundreds to quality careers in the 
skilled trades while helping address Louisiana's growing construction workforce shortage. 
The transition to Team Rubicon’s Trades Academy reflects both organizations’ shared 
commitment to strengthening America’s workforce, supporting economic mobility, and 
addressing the growing demand for skilled construction professionals. 
 
ABOUT HBI:  
HBI (Home Builders Institute) is the nation’s leading nonprofit provider of trade skills training in 
residential construction. Through the organization’s industry-recognized curriculum, HBI trains 
in a variety of skills including carpentry, electrical, plumbing, building construction technology, 
HVAC, and masonry. In programs across the country, HBI provides pre-apprenticeship training 
and certification programs. The goals for all HBI programs is to train, credential and place 
students in industry-related employment or post-secondary education. These metrics, however, 
fall within the overarching goal we have for all those we serve – to provide individuals an 
opportunity to take control of their lives and become productive, self-sufficient citizens. For 
more information, visit hbi.org 
 
ABOUT TEAM RUBICON: 
Team Rubicon is a veteran-led humanitarian organization that serves global communities 
before, during, and after disasters and crises. Founded following the Haiti earthquake in 
2010, the organization has grown to more than 200,000 volunteers across the United States 
and has launched over 1,200 operations domestically and internationally. To drive equity 
across disaster and humanitarian services, Team Rubicon focuses on three areas of impact: 
disaster response- from mitigation to immediate response to recovery; long term recovery & 
workforce development — maintaining the fabric of communities through resilient building 
methods; and medical services- providing emergent and surge health care, WASH, and 
disaster risk reduction. The organization is featured in the Roku original series titled Team 
Rubicon, which highlights the work of Greyshirt volunteers 
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